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and make offerings of flowers or fruit and the like, and perhaps a few coins of money; but of church-going, in the ordinary sense of the word, there is none. There is no public religious teaching of any kind, and hence the dense ignorance of the bulk of the people, even as regards the simplest matters of their own religion.
The Hindu is by nature intensely religious for nothing but an inherent craving after the spiritual could cause a nation to submit to so burdensome a ritual. Eeligion is with him a thing of every-day life, and it pervades everything from the cradle to the grave. This religious instinct of the Hindus gives bright hopes of the future to those who are willing to patiently toil on, sowing the good seed of eternal life, and waiting God's own good time for the harvest. Then, perhaps, a nation may be born in a day and a whole people turn from dead works to serve the living God.